Newr focus on education

The Jilin project grew out of the realization that
the cumbersome education administration was
too removed from the local schools. Children
spent their entire school day following a
nationally-set curriculum that provided them
with little information about health, hygiene,
nutrition and rural production — vital
knowledge they needed to improve their lives.

“At that time, students knew only how to read
and write,” says Zhang Yin, deputy director of
Jilin Provincial Education Commission. “They
could take exams, but they could not plant
vegetables,” she added. Children were

targeted twelve schools in six counties. The
goal: to structure a primary schooling -
programme that would address the needs of
rural communities and link learning to
productivity and development.

First, the authorities adjusted the school
calendar to include elective activity periods and
field work. Next, they revised the educational
content. “The main problem we met was
reforming the curriculum and the textbooks,”
Zhang Yin says.

The Jilin officials then sought help from
China’s National Commission for UNESCO to
launch the project, and UNESCO provided

schools to adopt this reform plan. Eventually,
all the provinee’s 11,000 elementary schools
will join the programme. But the Jilin officials
want to go even further. “Our aim is to spread
our éxpertise to Asia and the Pacific and other
Third World countries,” says Zhang Yin.
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The Jilin experience will be featured in an upcoming
booklet in the Education for All: Making it Work
series, published by UNESCO and UNICEF.

* Note: In contemporary China, the “head of the
dragon’ is an expression that means the start of
sonething important.



