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December 4, 2003

Dear Roland,


Here are the copies of the books I promised you.  I am so glad it is getting a decent chance at being read and considered, thanks to you.  My originally pessimistic prognosis, given the enormous number of wannabees in town, has given way to genuine hope, remembering of course that the odds still put it at a long shot, but at least a realistic long shot.


You remember that I have spent the past decade or so mingling in the rarified atmosphere of the academe and the intelligentsia, quite a change from the hands-in-the-mud nitty-gritty of filmmaking and technical whiz kids.  It therefore came as such a delight to me to meet in you one who, from our conversations about China, the Boston tea party, and individualism as the key to the American psyche, represents the best of the intelligentsia on the one hand, and on the other hand, by the sheer genius of your films, a master at the technical and the emotional crafts.  I have met outstanding people on one extreme or the other, but rarely both simultaneously.


Thanks again for the initiatives you are planning to do in getting a reader to work and your friend at ICM to look at possibilities.  I of course stand ready to do whatever else you see fit.  I feel this will be a splendid collaboration, regardless of the shape of the final outcome.









Cordially,

PS.  I hesitate to do this, but it might help your reader to get a sense of the driving passion behind my writing this book if she looked at the remarks I made at the book launching last year.  Am attaching it for her, and for you, of course.

