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SYNOPSIS:

From the first moment TOM WILCOX, a short Lieutenant with red hair, arrives in Manila in the Philippines he knows it is a city unlike any other - not just because it is a bustling central trading post or because it is occupied by Spanish rule, no, Manila makes Tom feel this way because of a sensuous Filipino beauty, CORING DEL PILAR.  

Tom has been sent to the Philippines by his government to scout out possibilities for United States expansion, but his assignment is put on hold as he pursues this woman from a prominent family and with rebel brothers.  Coring, herself, becomes equally as fascinated by the American stranger living across the road.  Tom and Coring’s brothers, PIO and GEORGIO, engage in discussions about the pending Filipino rebellion against the Spanish and the possibility of help from the US.  But much more important to Tom are his long conversations with Coring that seem to be about everything and nothing.  

As their friendship progresses into a passionate constant desire and love, the Filipinos begin their resistance against the great number of well-armed Spanish.  The revolution pulls the lovers apart as Tom must see to his military duties and Coring must protect her families interests while her brothers are away.  The Spanish overcome the Filipinos.  The rebel leaders, including Coring and her family, flee to Hong Kong to regroup.  Tom receives word that American forces will be arriving in Manila to fight the Spanish and he is instructed to report to the fleet.  The Americans defeat the Spanish with the help of the returning rebel leaders, but in the end when time comes to give credit all is given to the US.  The Philippines has been betrayed.  The United States has come in to replace one imposing power with another.  Tom is torn between his military duty and the love he has found for and in this country.  Coring is as equally troubled by the love she is forbidden to feel for an enemy.

Tom tries to visit Coring but the door is slammed in his face after she declares she can never see him again.  But their love cannot remain idle for long, even as Tom is busy with American military procedures he exchanges letters with Coring.  The American intention had been a reign of peace, but the tension between the US and the Filipinos cannot be held at bay for long and so the Philippine-American war begins.  Tom cannot harbor the thought that he will be shooting at friends so he again becomes a scout and leaves for the countryside.  But Tom falls apart after he realizes that information he gave was the cause of a Filipino massacre and the death of Georgio.   Tom finds himself once again in the front line where he will only fire above his victim’s heads, hoping his close pal LEN will not notice from his position behind the spectacle.  

On a mission through the jungle Tom tells Len he is going after some guerrilla rebels he spotted, but he really created this opportunity to desert.  Tom knows the consequences but his mind is made up - his love for Coring is much stronger than his ties to his county.  He travels for four days through the jungle until he reaches the village of Mexico, where he knows his friend PAULITO will be.  Tom is successfully harbored in a hut near a rice field.  Coring hears of the American prisoner in the town and is elated to find him to be Tom.

Over the next few months Tom grows used to this new life he has chosen.  He learns to tend to the fields and is able to spend most of his time with his, now pregnant, beloved Coring.  But on one fateful day, while he is picnicking with Coring, they are surrounded by American troops.  Len, the leader of the group, stares at the strange sight of this Filipino woman grasping on to his friend.  But Len knows what he must do - he shoots Tom in the shoulder so to make it look like Tom WAS found as a prisoner and can return home without any shame.  But all Coring sees is the squirting blood from her lover’s arm, so she swipes up the gun Tom had dropped and begins firing at the Americans, full of rage.  The men fire at the girl and she is killed.  Tom must be pulled away from the site, his love and his new found county to return to the land he had deserted.

COMMENTARY:
Find the basic story in the book With Hearts Aflame, about the star-crossed lovers Tom and Coring, and you’ve got gold.  This timeless tale of a love that is not meant to be is brought to life in the midst of the enchanting islands of the Philippines and the bloody struggle that prevailed.  While the book speaks in distant tones and often seems to be more of a book about historical accounts of military proceedings, the basic intent is good.  

The horrific tale of the American take over of the Philippines is one not known to most.  And a well-made film of these events could bring to light the injustice this country suffered and wrong that was done by America.  I am not sure about the exact accuracy of the novel, but if Americans did burn innocent villages and ruthlessly kill Filipinos (much like our American Indians) then this could make for a very disturbing, yet poignant, film.  It is also amazing how strong and determined these Filipino rebels had to be to go up against such imposing powers as Spain and the US with barely a weapon in hand.  And this is only the backdrop.

Tom and Coring’s love is the heart of the story.  Both are interesting characters, but they strive to be more realized and they definitely have the potential to be.  Half of their story is spent much in the same way we all know love - with the yearning, the wondering and eventually the bliss.  But this couple is not only torn apart by the war in general; they are also torn because of the beliefs they hold in their hearts.  And they must decide what is more dear to them - their love for each other or everything else they have ever known.

The tale has potential.  But the bottom line is it is not yet fully realized and their are many themes left to be explored.  But once found this could be a striking and memorable film.

