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A person’s memory is often like a fickle secretary.  It is hard to predict which highlights and sidelights in an even it will choose to carry and nurture through the years.  Each one of us will carry a different basket of memories of the 1986 Educators’ Congress in the years ahead, some items in that basket very personal and unique, others will be common to all our baskets.


I imagine the charming setting of Teachers C amp in Baguio, with its accompanying rain this past week, will be a memory we will all carry.  The rain was practically continuous, but fortunately so were the showers of ideas, insights, and inspirations during the conference that the rain seemed to symbolize.  For indeed, there was no lack of ideas, insights, and inspirations, from a rich variety of sources; from the bombastic Justice Minister to the winsome high school graduate.  There were the plenary sessions and the small workshop groups.  There were sobering thoughts of possible teacher mass actions and humorous thoughts of Filipino as talangka.  There were days of speeches and nights of dances and songs.

We did not see the sun very much these past few days.  But I imagine we will not much remember that fact.  Not only were we kept too busy to notice, but more importantly, we had in this congress a guiding light of our own: our beloved rew Minister of Education, Culture, and Sports, whose cheerful;, dedicated, and sincere presence pervaded the plenary sessions and the evening gatherings and whose sharings with us never failed to inform, to enlighten, to inspire, and to set the tone.

And set the tone she indeed did, from the opening keynote address during which she stressed the need for individual transformation and the corresponding value formation as the foundation for any meaningful social transformation.  She also set the tone for the three concerns that were to become recurring themes of his Congress: (1) the importance of teacher welfare, (2) the need for a just and participative leadership style, and (3) the call for integration of public and private sector efforts in education.

The plenary sessions and the workshop sessions that followed elaborated and expanded upon the theme of social transformation through education.  In general, ideas were presented on where we are in education; on where we want to be; and finally, on the strategy (in plenary sessions) and tactics (in workshop groups) of how to get there.

The plenary sessions in dimensions of the new government gave participants a clear picture of where we are of the national context, so accurately described by Dep. Min. Sutaria as the best of times and the worst of times.  Prof. Reyes set the moral context for the role of government, describing its moral task as providing the necessary institutional framework for man to live in freedom and dignity as man.  That political environment was eloquently described by Justice Minister Gonzales in the context of a revolutionary government under a freedom constitution, seeking the most rapid normalization through a constitutional commission.  We all found a friend, and sympathetic ear in Budget Minister Romulo, and his charm and his honesty helped us understand his inability to fulfill our hopes and the government’s basic crisis, with three million unemployed and eight million underemployed, over 70% below the poverty line, a national debt of $26 billion, a national budget in which revenue will fall short of income by P22 billion, and international interest payments that will take away almost one half of everything the country earns.

It is in the context of this critical stage in our nation’s history, with the situation never more difficult and the opportunity for dramatic change for the better never more real, that the education sector finds itself and that ten small groups in three congress sessions tried to analyze and to address in forging a mission for government.  According to the pre-congress session reports, government is being asked to “articulate the inspiration of the Filipino people in the development of a dynamic society imbued with a high sense of ethical, spiritual, and moral values, enjoying economic self-sufficiency, human rights, responsible freedom, and to provide a credible leadership in the attainment of this aspiration.”

The plenary session incorporations sectoral views of education painted for us a picture of where we want to be.  Dr. Dizon urged us to dream, achieving the Minister’s invitation to articulate for ourselves a common vision for the preferred future and to make a fundamental decision to work in making that vision come true.  It is the vision of food, clothing and shelter for all, in an atmosphere of freedom and peace.  Atty. Evangelista filled in some elements of that vision, pointing to the essential role of parents and their necessary collaboration with educators to develop students who know how to ask “why”  Dr. Madale further underlined brotherhood and unit in a country of cultural diversity, looking upon a Philippines of the future bound together by the values that made the February revolution a reality.  Mr. Gascon, embodying the articulate position of the student, emphasized the absolute necessity of a more participatory aid more relevant education system for the future.

The basic outline for a master strategy of how to get there was aptly presented in the major address of Pres. Cory Aquino herself.  After sharing with us her deep understanding of the central role of educators in national reconstruction and her concern for eventually providing the recognition and remuneration for that role, the President then outlined in broad strokes a master strategy of administrative streamlining, curriculum and textbook strengthening, values formation, high school education improvement; and tertiary education rationalization.


The basic tool for the master strategy of how to get there, was presented by Dr. Minda Sutaria in the form of the values development framework.  This framework embodied a rainbow of values clustered into the categories of life sustenance, human dignity, social responsibility, nationalism and spirituality.  Reactions from media, the church, public schools, private schools, teachers and students further enriched our understanding of the framework, indicating the need for the national context of the framework, the pedagogical approaches to this framework, and so on.

The specific tactics of how to get there were dealt with in different workshop groups.  Those in higher education and those from specific regions of the country got together to hammer out of a specific response to the scheme and to identify priority questions which must be answered to better implement a values education program.  Further workshop session locked at implementation programs and finally action plans per region, the summary of which you have just heard.  Clarifications on further tactics and guidelines were additionally provided in a helpful dialogue with the Minister and her staff.


These, then, are the basic thoughts that will probably stick in my memory through the years as I look back on the 1986 Educators Congress – the insights and ideas that have been showered, even cascaded, upon me, on where we are in education in the Philippines today, where we want to go and how to get there

And yet, I look over these thoughts I cannot help but sense a gap, an essential element missing in my basket of memories.  It is not a main talk or a main concept that I am missing, it is a an intangible something beyond the realm of ideas – a something called inspiration.  I realize that in the last analysis, all the good ideas of the workshop will be useless in bringing social transformation unless that individuals who absorb these ideas and imbrued with a sense of inspiration and of commitment.  And perhaps, this inspiration and invitation to a renewed dedication and commitment is after all the heart of his Congress.

Long after I forget, Prof. Reyes’ philosophical definitions, Art Borjal’s humor, and Min. Gonzales’ eloquence, I will remember being inspired by the dedication and commitment of Mr. Gascon and Ms. Fernandez.  I will remember and be inspired by the importance given to the educational profession by the President and all our speakers.  I will remember and be inspired and humbled by the dedication and leadership of my Minister, and my follow deputy ministers. DM de Jesus – with his thoroughness and his passion for fairness, DM Defensor – with his legal perceptiveness and his acute with her familiarity with the system and her unquestioned scholarliness.  I will remember and be humbled by the quiet work of those who have served behind the scenes, the secretarial and documentation staff, those who have driven our cars, served our meals and prepared our lodgings-under our efficient and gracious host Mr. Guzman.
I will remember and he inspired by the serious commitment with which the new superintendents crowned their careers by taking their candlelight oaths to join PASS.  Most of all, I will remember all of you the participants, who listened with attention and eagerness, who reacted with enthusiasm, who cam and came promptly to all the sessions, and who stayed for small group discussions when you could have sampled the delights of Baguio.  I have memories of smaller things no less important; a PASUC President speaking with conviction about an agricultural research finding for the betterment of the farmers, a superintendent willing to take a transfer to another region for the good of the service, a warm handshake from a former student here, a friendly smile from a new friend there.

All of these individuality might in time also be discarded by memory, but it is my conviction that the net effect of this past week’s experience has meant for me and hopefully for you, a renewed commitment to the cause we all serve – that of shaping the next generation of Filipinos at his critical time in our history, remembering that the darkest hour is just before the dawn.

And when the memories have faded and the congress proceedings have been filed away, it is my devout with that for you as well as for me the flame of this commitment kindled in the inspiring experience of the 1986 Educators Congress will continue to burn on and light the way for the next generation.  Knowing that a the saying goes, what the memory has long forgotten, the heart will always remember.

