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Distinguished participants and colleagues,


Ladies and Gentlemen,





	I have been given, once again, the assignment of presenting you with a synthesis or a summary of the main presentations of this Conference.  The task is formidable, given both the quality and the quantity of presentations we heard this week.  I was talking to a participant yesterday, who was saying that because of the excellent Thai cuisine and the numerous snacks throughout the week, he was in grave danger of overeating and getting indigestion.  In similar fashion, we have been fed this week, in what Mr. Zhou in our opening session called a “laboratory of ideas,” with such a rich diet of ideas and insights into today’s youth and secondary education, that even a summary that tries to include everything could give us mental indigestion.  To make this more palatable, therefore, I thought of inviting you to digest this banquet of ideas through a perspective I learned in my new home in Hawaii.





	Since I moved to Hawaii, the beauty of my environment and the leisure time I enjoyed have brought me closer to nature.  I learned from Tom Kaulukukui, a wonderful master of Hawaiian lore, that the island peoples rooted their identities in their understanding and familiarity with nature around them.  He explained to me, using the traditional gestures of Hawaiian hula dance, how you can truly know yourself only if you know your mountain, your valley, your ocean, your rain, and your wind.  What are the high points of your life, its low points, your surroundings, the events that rain down upon you, and the winds of influence by which you navigate your life?





	So, as I listened to the presentations and joined the workshops and discussions over the past three days, I entered into the world of secondary education and the youth it serves, and I tried to understand and learn what are the mountains, valleys, oceans, rain, and wind of that world. 








�


	First, the ocean.  From the very first session, Mr. Shaeffer already hinted that this conference would not jump headlong into discussing specific secondary education policies and programs, but would start with looking at today’s youth and the wider world in which they exist.  Our keynote speaker, Mr. Karan Singh, eloquently portrayed the “ocean” surrounding youth and schooling, what he called “one of the crucial phases of the human race in its long and tortuous history on Planet Earth,” describing both incredible breakthroughs and intractable problems and crises.  Many plenary speakers echoed the sense that indeed the world is changing so fast that education has not been able to keep up or respond adequately to these changes.  Mr. Shaeffer and Dr. Quisumbing noted how, in this world torn asunder by violence, conflict, and terror, UNESCO’s efforts towards a culture of peace are needed now more than ever.  Mr. Govinda spoke about the escalating pace of knowledge generation and knowledge absorption, the radical changes in the world of work, and how control of knowledge and education are slipping out of the hands of the state.  Schools have not responded to these changes, and he calls for a fundamental mind-set change in the way we conceive of education.  Ms. Forsberg of ADB and others have decried the uneven impact of technology and the digital divide, making the rich richer and the poor poorer, both in wealth and in knowledge.  Both in plenary and in special sessions, the cry was heard for a fundamental reform or paradigm shift in education to respond to the new world around us.





	Surrounded by this vast, turbulent ocean of change, the youth in Asia and the Pacific have to find their way, identify their mountains and valleys, scale the heights of new possibilities and yet avoid the pitfalls and valleys.  
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Our first plenary session dwelt upon those pitfalls and valleys.  The representatives of UNAIDS and UNICEF reminded us of the vast and growing numbers of people in Asia, 60% of them youth, who are afflicted with AIDS, advocating for greater attention to this in education, and recommending greater participation of the young in the design of information and service programs to combat this pandemic.  The UNCDP representative painted a grim picture of drug dependency, as drugs are becoming at once more varied and more accessible to youth.  The UNFPA representative echoed similar concerns and added yet another “valley”, another risk facing young girls, teenage pregnancy.  The ESCAP representative called attention to those with disabilities and all other groups not adequately serviced by existing educational systems.  Even when youth escape the valleys of AIDS, drugs, teenage pregnancy, and lack of access to schools, the ILO representative reminds us that the changing world of work and outdated education generates 60 million youth who find themselves unemployed, or worse, unemployable.  As Mr. Spalding and Mr. Maclean reminded us, schools must not have not only equity and quality, but also relevance.
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	But where there are valleys, there are also mountains.  Although today’s youth faces risks, challenges, and vulnerabilities, there is enough evidence for hope; there are today new opportunities whereby youth can unleash their energies and potentials to carve a better future.  Nowhere was this more dramatically demonstrated than in the vigorous and spirited discussions of the youth forum last Wednesday, where young voices gave expression to their resolve, their hopes and aspirations.  This morning, Serafin spoke movingly about the need to listen to the voices of the youth, and convincingly exemplified their capacity to chart their own future.  His talk was to me a highlight of this conference.   There were of course other high points described during the conference. Mr. Currin pointed out that education systems around the region are expanding rapidly from basic education for all to secondary education for all and beyond.  The youth in Thailand can now look to a reformed educational system, as described to us by Minister Pongpol, where they are guaranteed a minimum of nine years of schooling, where as the average in the past has been only seven years.   Khun Savitri spoke about progress in equity and access in the secondary education system, where enrollment rates have gone up from below 50% to 70% as a result of a Ministry campaign for greater participation.  Many secondary school systems have undertaken reviews and reforms of their curriculum to respond to changing demands, and Ms. Drennen provided us insights into the breakthroughs that the International Baccalaureate Organization has achieved.  I was particularly impressed by the way the recognized how learning takes place in different ways and how they have designed courses in Theories of Knowledge and Approaches to Learning so that students themselves can understand and optimize the process by which they learn.  Perhaps most inspiring to me personally was the account by Permanent Secretary Kasama about how all the theories we hear about inclusive education and valuing each student and his unique abilities was translated into reality.  I saw how she translated Mr. Leslie Lo’s exhortation to recognize the genius in everyone being put into practice.  I learned from her accounts of making schools inclusive not just in admission, but also in retention and in changing teaching styles and attitudes to make schools a second home, to accommodate everyone and making each one feel he or she is number one, and from her opening up the black box the school to parents and the community and recognizing that society has a crucial role to play in the transformation of schools. It recalls the famous quote used by Brother Pat Lynch, “It takes a whole village to educate a child.”
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	Into these valleys and mountains, a lot of ideas, projects, and reform efforts have rained down.  Mr. Karan Singh in fact called it a “typhoon of change.”  Like you, I was unable to attend many concurrent sessions simultaneously, but from what I heard and from the feedback and resolutions that emerged, it was clear that indeed many innovations and reforms were discussed, including innovative teaching practices in China, best practices in the teaching of sciences and health, promotion of media utilization, diversification of non formal systems, and so on.  Perhaps the most challenging of all the reform efforts discussed was the revolutionary change going on in the world of vocational and technical education.  Aware that the world of work for which vocational and technical schools are preparing is changing so quickly, there is a healthy rethinking of desired core competencies and exit outcomes that ensure flexible, creative, and team-oriented work forces.  Finally, the multitude of projects, innovations, and experiments that continue to rain down upon us have generated an interest in more systematically disseminating these and benefiting from these.  For this reason, several concurrent sessions dealt with regional networking and cooperation, starting with the fine work of APEID itself, and including related efforts of the Asia Pacific Educational Research Association and of the East-West Center’s initiative on new education paradigms.





	Our sessions this morning were quick to remind us that the domain of secondary education is not an isolated island existing for its own sake, and must build its bridges to the domains of higher education, the world of work, and responsible citizenship.  Mr. Chiba updated us on the impact of a rapidly expanding mass secondary system on the education sector, on different expectations of youth in different countries, and on the reform of admission systems in universities.  He wisely pointed out, expanding on an earlier point of Khun Kasama, that if universities continue to insist on academic subject-based entrance scores exclusively for admission, and if secondary schools and parents target university admission as their yardstick of success, it will be near impossible to genuinely reform secondary schools away from being discipline/subject oriented and towards being oriented to the holistic and total development of the individual.   Mr. Lynch explained to to the second bridge, that to the world of work, reminding us that careers today are more like self-drive off-road jeeps rather then predetermined trains.  Rapid shifting careers, employers valuing personal traits over academic achievements, and need for flexibility now demand an attitudinal revolution in teachers, government, and the employer sector. Finally, Dr. Quisumbing led us to the widest bridge, across which all must pass, whether they go to university, or join the work force, or stay in their families.  That is the bridge to local, national and global citizenship.  In a thorough and systematic manner, she led us to reflect on what society we seek to create, and from there what kind of individuals/citizens we need to develop our preferred future.  The list of desired attributes struck me as by itself a map, and outline for curriculum reform.  The type of education required to develop these citizens was by necessity holistic, comprehensive, and all encompassing, and a multidimensional model of citizenship education included civic education, values education, and environmental education developing in the individual desirable attributes of knowledge, sensitivities, attitudes, values, and action competencies.
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	Let me end this brief summary with a personal reflection.  With the passage of days, months, and years, I am not sure I will remember all the things I learned and heard this week.  I may no longer remember how many millions are affected by AIDS or illicit drugs, I may not remember the innovative techniques for teaching sciences, nor will I remember the five components of the Minister Pongpol’s Education Reform program.  I may forget the names of all the partners in the research networks in Asia, or even the many projects and innovations of APEID.  But there is one thing, one overriding theme, I am sure to remember and carry with me through the years.  That is the wind of change I feel blowing through the secondary education system in our region, generated by the aspiration, challenges, and expectations of our youth.  And when the wind blows, as Mr. Maclean says, we should build windmills, not walls.





	In the life of Hawaiians, trades winds and an understanding of them are very important, for they determine the speed and direction of the vessels that carry them to their desired destinations.  It is equally important for me, and for you, in our journeys to improve secondary education, to read and understand these winds of change. And when I listen to the wind, what I hear is this:  If we are to see our way out of these turbulent times, if we are to build a better world, we can no longer view secondary education as just a place where we feed our youth academic subjects and grade them on it, where we train them for university admission, or even just for jobs; no, we have to see it as a crucial transition stage in the life of a young person where he and she learns to live harmoniously, productively, and joyfully, and where there is an atmosphere for not only intellectual, but emotional, social, aesthetic/creative, ethical, and spiritual development, where they are equipped to escape the valleys of AIDS, drugs, unemployment, and scale the mountain heights of fulfilling their unique potentials.





And the priority of priorities emerges clearly from all we heard this week:  Whether you call it learning to live together, as Jacques Delors does, or learning to care, as Colin Power does, or developing equitable interdependence, as the East West Center does, or transdisciplinary and holistic as the International Baccalaureate office does, or inclusive education, as the Thai education ministry does, or a valuing process, as Dr. Quisumbing calls it, it is clear what the new emphasis for secondary schooling ought to be.





As you leave the conference and fly back to your respective countries to reform and improve secondary education for your youth, let this message be the wind beneath your wings.       


�PAGE  �1�














