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Ladies and Gentlemen,

It gives me great pleasure to welcome such a large, distinguished and diverse international body of scholars and educators to this Ninth….

UNESCO is both proud and happy to be associated with this Conference in particular, and with the WCCI in general … an international NGO with an outstanding record and affiliate status with us.

I am personally honored and challenged to be invited as your opening keynote speaker, to provide you the keys, the initial thoughts, to unlock the doors to the many treasures and exciting insights and implications within the conference theme, which you have so wisely and appropriately chosen for yourself this week.

Not only have you chosen the theme so well, you have also picked a perfect time and place to discuss this theme.  We are meeting at the end of the millenium, the last WCCI Triennial Conference of this century, and we are meeting in Thailand, an exciting laboratory of not only economic, but also social and educational developments that have taught them, and us, both what works and what does not work.  I understand that many of you will have a chance to observe first hand the fruit of some of their educational efforts.  

Thailand has gone through, and still goes through, difficult times, but it has learned its lesson well.  As development here goes through its next stage, the hallmarks will be long run sustainability and human and social development to match, indeed to determine economic development, a principle already enshrined in their current eighth development pan and their new constitution.  There is one industry, however, that not been adversely affected by these current times, and has indeed recently been strengthened:  the fortune telling industry…

Fueled by the economic crisis. …by the impending arrival of the magic year 2000..

I wish I was a member of that industry, for my task today calls for no less than a bold look into the future as a try and present the main discussion lines for our theme.  Fortunately, I carry with me wherever I go the UNESCO version of tarot cards; it is our map o f the future.  I refer to the Report of the International commission…

Chaired by Delors

Composed of 14 

Put together over three years

What it is not;

Eurocentric (Western)

A recipe for curriculum or for policy

What it is 

A thoughtful analysis of global trends, and what implications are on outputs (not process or inputs) of education

We have to do the work, and translate this in each country;  

It needs translation – into languages, into policies

You do that this week; we did it in Melbourne in March and April – 550 people, 62 countries, 25 ministers/deputy ministers – Asia pacific

What it says: (summary only)


World changing, lifelong learning


Tensions and Balances;


Four pillars:

Technology


Much has been written about it;


Reaction to this is emotional, not technical or rational,  a function of age


Most interesting reading are the extreme positions:  it makes us wiser, smarter, faster; or it kills our values, distorts our lives and human spirit, polarizes our world.


Interestingly this is All true, but let us take a more balanced approach; let us look at the implications for education in general and curriculum and the learning process in particular.    

Three changes for education:

· Information available in vast quantities

· Changes how information is transmitted, (not how we learn)

· It changes the way the next generation thinks, the way they learn;

Tool only, yes; but this tool changes ourselves as well as the things we want to work on. (analogy; Hammer, saw

Example: the remote control  of television;


Changes the geography of time

Implication for the learner:  


Baby boom generation, Generation X, Nintendo Generation

If generations differ, so do geographical and culturally diverse areas:

Yalees of Irian Jaya; Kalingas in the Philippines; nomadic clans in Rajastan and Mongolia:  how do they think;


Replace their cosmology with ours?? Is this better?? 

Technology is a polarizing tool, at least in the short run;

Within and between countries

UNESCO’s role:  solar energy; other languages, etc.

Curriculum

Also a tool


Supply driven, (because it has been successful and effective in the past


But in a changing world, needs to be demand driven

Curriculum makers assume that they know what is needed in the future;


But if they think that the future is an extension of the past—tragedy!

What makes a successful student?  Exam topnotcher, valedictorian

What makes a successful person?  Not  algebra, history, etc.  but desire to excel; culture of peace; judgement; ethics, etc.  –are these subjects?

If taught well subjects bring these about; but indirectly,   what if we reverse the process:  teach these qualities and let the subject get picked up indirectly\\

Experiments:

Elem school : Circles of concern

Melbourne: four pillars

Problem areas: great world challenges; global themes—women, environment, food sufficiency, social development and equity, etc.

Demand driven:  go to banks

\go to information sources (banks of knowledge) bookstores, newspapers, TV news, entertainment (what are their themes??)

